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IntroduCLlon 

It 15 generalIy accepted that ugrlcultural llterature collectlons 

ln Latln Amerlcan llbrarles are deflClent, not onIy ln numbers of books 

and journals. but also the relev~~ce these matcrlals may have to the 

actlvltles and objectlves of en lnstltutlon. Most studles have used 

measures that yleld lnformatlon on numbers, usually sllghtlng the as

pect of relevan ce and quallty of the collectlon Whlch 15 of equal. lf 

not greater. lmportance. 

Thc flnul goal of u spcclullzed llbrary 15 to convey the pcrtl

nent 1nformutlon (und only thut J.nformatlon) to 1 ts users, ut the tlme 

thcy need lt, ThlS lmplles an unalysls oí the bibllographlc muterluls 

produced ln order to asse5S thelr lmportance ln terms of the needs of 

the cllentele. Thls type oí study 15 seldom carrlcd out because. 

runollg other fuctors, lt lmplles the utlllzutlon of subJcct-mntter 

speclallsts not usualIy avallable wlthln the regular llbrary pelsonnel. 

The proliferatloll oí graduate trallllllg progrums ~n Latlll Amerlcan 

UIllversltles ln recent years has nroused a preoccupat~on as to the flt

ness of these programs Ilot ollly in terros of the avallablll ty of quall

fled staff and fInanclal resources, but also III terms of other less 

Ilppurent aspects such as llbraIJ faclll tles to adequately support those 

pl0GrW'lS. 

ThlS artlcle presents result& of a prcllffilnary survey performed ln 

the librarles of SlX mnJol graduate trnlnillf progr,~s ln AgrIcultural 

Fconomlcs at Latln AmerIcan unlversltle~. The lnstltutl0ns lncluded ln 

the study were 
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Coleg~o de Postgraduados, Ghapl.Ilgo, lIenco 

Un1vers1ty of the West Ind1es, Sto Augustine, Tr1n1dad 

UnL versldad lIacLonal - Inst:ttuto ColombLano AgropecuarLo, 
U.N.-lCA, Bogota, Colombla 

UnlverSLdad Cat61Lca, SantLago, ~lile 

HITA, racuela de Postgrado, Depto. de Economía, Castelar, 
Argentl.na 

The data "ere obtaLned through personal lntervLe"s "lth personnel 

of the llbrary as "e11 as of the Dcpartment o~ AgrLcultural Fconomlcs 

of each lnst1tutlon lnvolved BeSldcs a l1st of questions WhLCh 

scrvcd as a gu~de for LntervlewLng, a "master 11st" of 312 books nnd 

of 40 Journalsl! :Ln Agricultural r:conomJ.cs, rCononlJ.cs, and Quantl tatl ve 

IIcthods, dlVlded lnto categor~es of prlorJ.ty. vas used as crlterl.a for 

qualltatlve evaluatJ.on of the collectJ.ons. 

The 21st "as prepared by Jorge Lopera and the p1aclng 01' each 

book 01' journal J.n a gLven category escores of 3, 2 or 1 pOlnts) "as 

done ln consultatJ.on WJ.th the Agrlcu1tural Fconom1cs staff of CIAT 

For each 1J.brary, a total acore as "e11 as partJ.al scores for each 

category "ere obtalned, 

IIwnber 01' Graduate Students 

The fo110"1ng tab1e (Table 1) presents the total number of 

graduate students and those in Agr~cultura1 tcononacs 1n the var10US 

~nst~tut10ns 1ncluded ~n the survey 

See AppendJ.x 1 and 2. 



Caste1ar • Argent~na 

Chapl"lgo, ¡·!e"{l.CO 

U .~~ .. -ICil ~ ColC'1blS 

U,H 1 • Trl.n:ldad 

U F VlQosa, Braz .... l 

Catholl.c U. lt Ch~le 

Table 1 

IhllJlher of Gradt.ate Students, 'Cotal and in A¡;r:l.cu1 tural ECOnOl'llCS, 

by Instltutlon, Years 1971, 1972 and 1973 (projected) 

.t2.'U:. 1972 .!2ll 
Ag Eco Total % Ag Ec. Ar Fe Total % Ag.Ec Ap'.Ec .. Total 

15 69 21 7 15 91 16 1. 20 100 

34 194 17 5 45 230 19 5 45 275 

36 128 28 1 21 129 18.6 30 135 

2 97 2.0 3 125 2.4 6 N A 11 

48 209 22 o 41 187 21 9 40 200 

17 128 13.2 35 353 9 9 40 N.A. 

11 N.A. = data nct ava~1ab1e 
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For 1912, Chaplngo (MeXlco), U.N -leA (Colombln) nnd U.P. Vl~osa 

(BraZll) show flgures around 20 per cent graduate students ln Agrlocul-

tural hconom1cs, ln relatlon to the total number. 

Although Chaplngo shows a percentage reductlon for 1913, the other 

two lon thlS group wl11 remaln around the 20 per cent leve1. Personnel 

at these lnstlotutlons plus Cathollc UOloverslty (Chl1e) stated that 

thelr goala for the neer future vas to stablllze the number of students 

lO Agrlculturnl Economics around 110. regard1ess of the relatlo ve growth 

of other grnduate programs 

Castelnr, perhaps the most recently created progrnm, shows a 

stable oumber of 15 Agrlcultural EconOIDlCS graduates for 1911 and 1912. 

lIowever. there 16 a decll.oe ln percenta-ge because of t110 growth of 

other programs ln 1972. The goal fOl 1913 appears to be 20 graduates 

(20 percent of total). 

According 1.0 these data, tlle Ulll.versloty of the l1est lndles pro-

gram seems 1.0 place least emphasls ln Agrloculturnl ¡;conomlCS grdduate 

Booy Collectloons 

Table 2 presents the number of tltles catalogued :1.Il Agrlcultura1 

Economlcs and the total number of tlt1es ln each llhrary. Also a 

percentage flgure of AgrLculturnl EconoIDlcs titles 1n relnt10n to the 

total 1S presented. 
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Table 2 

Nurnber of Book Tl tles Catalogued, Total e.nd J.n AgrJ.cultural 
Econoffilcs, by lnstltutlon (July, 1972) 

Ar:r. rcon 
Ae;r Econ Total No. as Percent 

Tltles of Tlt1es of 1otn1 

Chaplngo, MeXlCO 1069 36811 2 90 

U W.l., Trlnldad 118r 34393 3.45 

UF. Vl¡;Osa, Bran1 1'r4 25194 O 69 

Cathohc U., Chl.le Y 137 149!l8 O 91 

U fI -lCA, Colombla 101} 12700 O 05 

Castelar, Arllentlna 1000 6000 16.67 

Catholic Unl.Verslty has a centr~ llbrary where most oí the proces-

slng J.s done. Ll brary ho1dlngs however, are located ln the varlOUs 

specla1lzed lnstltutes These flgures correspond to books nt the 

Instltuto de Economía only. 
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The wl.de varl.atl.on encountered 'nIllOnv the vnrious Asn.cultural 

~cono~cs collectl.ons should not be consl.dered l.n nbsolute terros as 

the crl.terl.a for catalogulng books muy vary from inst1tutlon to 1n-

stltut10n nnd even from person to pelson. In most cases, these 

llbrarles cover the eotl.re range of subjects classl.fled as agrlcul-

tural sC1ences, >l1 th the excephon of Cathohc Um vers1ty of Chlle 

und the program at Castelar, Argentlnn, for WhlCh data refer ooly to 

the1r spec1al1zed 1nst1tutes. 

Accordl.ng to this table, Custelar would be tlle hbrary haVl.ng 

the h1W1est percentaee emphus1s 1n Agr1cultural Econo~cs. 10 re-

latlon to the total S1ze of the collectlon. There 1S a second group 

composed of Chap1ngo (Mexlco) und Unl. versl. ty of the lIest Ind1es 

(Tnm.dad). and flnally, Cathohc UmverSlty (Chl.1e), Nut10nal 

In absolute numbers. hO>lever. Uni verS1 ty of the I/est Indles. 

Chap1ngo, and Castelar have the greatest numbers of books catalogued 

1n ABrlcultural Econoffilcs, and the dLfference to tlle other three 

1nstltutlons la qUlte consldernble. 

In Tnble 3, books needed for un Agr~cultural EconOM1CS graduate 

tralnl.ng program are presente!! not only ln terms of a quantl tat~ ve 

crlterlon, but also lnclude a relntlve qualltatlve evalunt10n of 

tltles based on a compnrlson to the "mnster l~st" mentloned earller. 

Books ",lllCh "'ere consldered "essentlnl" to a graduate trD.ln1ng pro-

gram "ere assigned n acore of 3 pOlnts. "Important" books and 

"desl.rable" books "ere asslgned vnlues of 2 und 1, respectlvely 
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Tab1e 3 

Numbers and Scores of Book Co11ect~ons by Categor~es and lnst~tut~ons 

lnst1tut~on nEssent~altl "ImEortant" "Des1rab1e" Total l1umber Total Score 

lIumbcr Scorc Number Score Number Score Number % Number ~ 
Cathollc U. 

(Chile) 11 213 86 112 35 35 192 61.5 420 64.5 

U.W.l 
( TrlnJ.dad) 58 114 19 158 29 29 166 53.2 361 55.4 

U F. V~cosa 
(Brau1) 62 186 64 126 31 31 151 50.3 343 52.6 

U.N.-lCA 
(Colombw) 60 180 63 128 27 21 150 48.0 335 51.4 

Chapmgo 
(Menco) 38 114 49 98 19 19 106 34.0 231 35.4 

Caste1e.r 
(Argentlna) 41 123 34 68 11 11 86 21.5 202 31.0 

"r~aster Ll.st n 100 300 139 nO 73 73 312 100.0 651 100.0 

• 
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In th~s t~ble, Cathol~c Unlverslty (Chllc) shovs a considerable 

difference aYer the Un~verslty of the West In~es (Trulldad), redera! 

Unl.Verslty of Vls;osn (Brazl1) and Nat10nnl Un1vers1ty-ICA (Colombl.a) 

"lnch more a close (70Up. 'l'hese lattcr l.nsti tutlons are vell aboye 

Chapl.ngo (Mexlco) and Caste1ar (Argentlna) WhlCh run lasto It should 

also be noted that the h1ghest percentage of books - that of 

Cathollc Un1Ver$lty -- l$ only 61.5 percent ln terms of numbers und 

61¡.5 percent ln terros of scores "hereas the lovest goos dovn to less 

than 30 percent 01: the ma.x1mum posslble ln the "master llst". 

ThlS lnformatlon la also presented graphlcally ln Flgures 1 and 2. 
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If we rank the lnstltutlons s'tuUlcd ln terms of number of AgrlCul-

tural Econom1cs graduates ln 1972. number of books cata10gued ln Agrl-

cultural Econonucs, and scores obtalned when comparing thelr co11ect1on 

to the "master 1J.st," the f011ow10l: compar1son resul'ts 

lIumber of 
Studcnts, 1972 

Chap1ngo (45) 

Vlcosa (41) 

Catho11C U. (35) 

U.lf .-ICA (21¡j 

Castelar (15) 

U.U l. (3) 

Number of Baaks 
Cata10Gued ln Ag.Fcon. 

U.vl.l. (1187) 

Chap10go (1069) 

Castelar (1000) 

Vlcosa (174) 

Cntho1lc U (137) 

U.N.-lCA (108) 

Scores l.n 
"Master LHlt" 

CathollC U. (420) 

U.W.l. (361) 

Vlcosa (343) 

U.N.-IeA (335) 

Chaplngo (231) 

Castelal (202) 

Chap1ngo, WhlCh has the most studeots and runs secand 10 oumber 

of books catn10gued ln Agrlcultural LconollUcs, has a low score. The 

Universlty of the West lndles, haV2ng few graduates th1s year, has 

tile hlghest number of book8 catalogued m Agr1cu1tura1 reonomes, 

und the "qual1 ty" of thlS collec'tl.on also appears to be reasonab1y 

hleh -- second to Catho11C Unlverslty, a1thoUfft 'the d~fference ln 

pOlnta 15 conslderab1e 

ThlS sltuatl0n seems to lndlcate that, when trylng to appralse a 

11terature co11ect1on. the number of books cata10gued ln a partlcular 

f'J.e1d la not the best lndicator 01' how "goo<1" that collect10n may be. 

Cath01lc Unlverslty. wlth 137 book~ cntnlogued 111 Acr1cultural l!conOnI1CS. 

ranks flrs't ln score. A better measure for f'uture studles, theref'ore, 

appears to be the eomparlson to "master llsts" WhlCh are not res'trlcted 
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by dlofferences ln catalogulng cn t<,Í'lU but l.nstead are onented to the 

partlocular needs of the lonst1tutl.On -- 1n th1s case, the needs of EL 

graduate trnlonl.ng program ln Ágr1cultural rconomlocs. 

Penodlcnls 

Although book collectlons play an lmportant role lon any tralonlng 

program, journal collectloons are essentlal 1n graduate traln1ng as re-

scareh 1S lnvolved, and recent developments are usually publlshed lon 

Journals before appearlong ln books. 

The s1tuntlon 01' the Sl.X lnstltut10ns ln thlS respect 15 pre-

sented ln the followlng tublcs • 

• 
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Table 4 

~UJ'1bers of Per~od~cals Rece~ved by the L.brar1es ~n all F1elds and ~n Agr1cultura1 
Econom~cs by Subscr1pt10n ara by Excnange ano Donat10n 

Agr1cultural Fconom1cs All F1elds 

ElCcltange ann Exchange and 
Subscr1pt10n DcnatJ.on Total Subscript10n Donat10n Total 

CatholJ.c U , Ch~le JJ 25 6 31 68 283 351 

Chap1ngo, Mex.co 42 62 101, 561 5180 5741 

Caste1ar, Argentlna 40 30 70 50 324 37" 

U w.r , Tr1n1dad 9 82 91 629 1111 1740 

U N -ICA~ Colo~o1a 14 13 27 61,2 658 l300 

U F. Vl.!;osa, 3raz:ll 8 125 133 252 71,9 1001 

11 Data refer to the Inst~tu~o de Econor!a L~brarf only 



• 

As l.n l,hc case oí book colleet u'ns. a wl.de VdrHl"LlOn e:Klsts runon¡¡ 

lnstltutlons. Also dlíferentlal use 15 belng made oí the exchnnge and 

donatlon mechrunsm for obtalnlng publlcatlons. W1ule Chaplngo obtulns 

more than 5,000 periodlcals through íree exchanges, the other llbrarles 

are well below thlS flgure. 

However, the data presented ln the next table (Tabla 5) ¡¡lVeS a 

better appraisal of the journal collectlons ln relatlon 1,0 the educa

tlonal goals oí these programa 
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Table 5 

Numhcrs and Scores of Per10dlcals by Categor~es and ln6titut~ons!l 

Inst~tutlon HE.ssentlal" "Jm~ortant" TotoJ. Jlumber 'rotal Score 

lIumbcr Score rlumber Score tlumber % Ilumber % 

Cathollc U. 
(Chlle) 25 75 8 16 33 82.0 91 85.0 

Chapmgo 
(Mexlco) 23 69 4 8 21 68.0 77 72.0 

Castelar 
(Argentma) 22 66 5 10 27 68 O 16 71.0 

u W 1 
(Trmldad) 22 66 5 10 21 68.0 76 71.0 

U.l! -lCA 
( Colombla) 18 54 1 2 19 48.0 56 52.0 

u F. Vl~osa 
(Brazll) 14 42 3 6 17 1,2.0 48 44.0 

"14a.ster L1St" 27 81 13 26 40 100 O 107 100.0 

Y 
When aSS1Bnlng these journals to the three categorles used ~n the study 
(lessentloJ.", "lmportant" and "desuab1e") the "deslrabl,," set was 
empty 
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These l.nstJ. tut10ns range fron l~\VJ.ne; approxlmately 40 per cent 

to 80 per cent of the Journa.ls ll.sted 1n the "master ll.st." Cathollc 

Unl.Vers1ty 13 agRl.n the leader, then a group made up of Chap1ngo, 

Ca.stelar and the Unl.Vers1ty of the "Test Indias lnth practl.ca.lly the 

same score, U.N.-lCA 1n thlrd place, and fl.nally Ulll.versidade l'edera.l 

de Vl.cosa having less than 50 per cent oí the Journa.ls ll.sted. 

By add1ng the saores for the book und journa.l collectJ.ons, a 

flnal ranklng of thcse llbra.rles 15 obta1ned as follows 

Per Cent of 
Pooled Ma.X11llUlll Pooled 

Rank In'it:J. tut:J.on Score Score 

1 Cathollc Unl.versl.ty, Chlle 511 67 

2 Unl v. of tlle West Indles, Trlnidad 437 57 

3 UnlverSldad Nacl.ona.l-ICA, Colombl.a 391 52 

3 Unl.v. Federal de Vl>,osa, Brazll 391 52 

4 Chaplngo, MeX1CO 308 40 

5 Castelar , Argentl.na 278 36 

Maxlmum pooled score possl.ble ("Master list") 758 100 

SerVl.ces Offered to U,ers 

lIavlng unalyz.ed the relatl ve Sl. tuatlon of the collechons per se, 

1t seems l.mportant to analyze the use made oí these materials. \,hen-

aver posslble, numerl.ca.l data on tlle use oí sorne serVlCes that could 

posniblY be offered by the l1branes were obtalned. These data are 

presented 1n Table 6. 
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Table 6 

Ser~ces Of!ered by t~e L~brar~es ln 1971 

Cathohc U Chaplngo Castelar U.H I U.~¡.-ICP U.F.Vlcosa 
SerVlce Chüe ?-"exl.CO Ar¡¡entl.na Tr~nldad Co1omhla BraZll 

Total loan s per mon1;h 1/ 6000 2800 * 3000 2290 1668 

Use of nucroforns * * * 
Photocoples (Xerox,etc.) ~ 

Pages/Mont>: 3700 * 5725 90 4500 
~ 

" 
Short blbllog:'aphles on 

request (1971) 5 167 10 26 120 

InterllbrarJ ~oans (requested 
from other 1_orarles) 20 202 * 30 30 

Journa1s clrculatea 2/ res - Yes 2/ 

Cop~es of tables of contents 

Abstracts dlstrl.buted to users 

* Yes, but ~o statlstlcs kept. 

!f Includes 10ans of al! typcs of pub1l.catlons. 

g¡ Llnuted to professors only. 
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In ad~tlon to showlng that statlstlCs usually Yept by llbrarles 

are rather poor, the data presented ln thlS table lndicates that 

services are usually llmited to the more trnultlonal actl~tles. 

Coples of tables of contenta of selectcd Journals are not offered by 

any of these llbrarles, nor a aystem of dlstrlbutlng abstracta to thelr 

usera. 'fhese current awareness meChlllllSmS are extremely lmportant for 

professors nnd gradu~tcs a~ well. These help to keep them up-to-date 

ln thelr fleld, but also to create hablts of llternture use ln thelr 

research. 

These data refer to serVJ.ces pronded ln all tlelds, not only 

Agrlcultural Econornica. In relatlon to photocopylng aervlces, tor 

example, U.H.-ICA (Colombla) desplte haVlng a total monthly average 

of 90 pages, for all tlelds, proVlded only 108 paaes over the year 

1971 ln Agrlclütural Economlcs. ThlS 15 an average of less than ten 

pagea per month ln thlS sp~clflC fleld. ¡nstltutlons showlng hlgher 

total per month flgures, such aS Chaplngo and Vl~osa, stated that 

around one per cent of the total nunilier of pafes photocopled werc ln 

Agrlcultural Econonucs If we assume an average flgure of ten pages 

per artlcle, the use of photocopylng servlces 1n Agrlcultural ~COnOmlC5 

15 llmlted to less than flve artlcles per month ln the best of cases. 

Personnel 

A hmitlng factor in the overall operatlon of hbrarle5 15 some

tlmes that of personnel avnll(lbll~ty. Table 7 presents uata On thlS 

aspecto 
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Table 7 

Personnel Resources of the L~brar::.es 

Castelar Cathohe U)./ Cpap::.ngo u.r'.-ICA U.W.I U.F. Vl.~csa. 

Arventlna Chüe He'ueo Colombl.a Tr ll" 1. dad Brazll 

ProfesSlonal 11.brar~ans 2 3 3 6 4 

Ll. brarl ans Wlt~out unl'erSl.ty 
degree 1 3 8 8 7 \-

Secretarl.es 7 3 1 1 

Teehnl.ca1 Asslstants 5 22 18 

Helpers (Il'esse" gers, etc ) 1 10 1 5 6 

TOTAL 1 6 33 15 41 30 

Inc1udes c~lJ personnel at the Instltuto de Ecororn!a llbrary, Tecn~leal proeesses (catalogulng, etc) 
are carr~en out by the central ll.brary of the Unl.versl.ty 

~ 

'.:: 
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The total nllinbers oC personnel uppear to be related to the Slze 

of the collection as measured by the total number 01' books catalogued 

(Table 2). In relatlon to serVl.ces pronded, hovever, tJll.S assocl.atl.on 

l.S less marked. 

Budget and Acqulsltlons 

When collectlng the data for thl.S survey. ereat dlfflCulty vas 

encountered ln obtalnlng budget flgures. The follovlng generallzatlons 

may be justlfled. grantlng that there are exceptlons. 

1. Most budgets stated by the accountlng offlce as allocated to the 

ll.brary remal.n on papel und only a small percentage of the stated 

flgure materlallzes as actual expendltures by the llbrary. 

2. In relatlon to the pOlnt aboye, an observatlon "as made at least 

ln two 01' the lnstl. tutlons nSl ted. Apparent1y, 1 t has happened 

that as soon as a rrrant by un outslde Bouree of funds vas approved 

for the llbrary. the regular budget was depleted ln the same or 

even greater amount of maney. therefore deCeatlng the purpose of 

the grant or even workl.ng agUlnst the ll.brary's deve1opment. 

Furthermore, lt seeros that 01' ten llbrarles have fl.rst prlorlty 

for budget euta, and thls apparently happens uround md-year. 

3. Sorne l:lbranMs are unable to pronde lnfOrmat1on about thelr 

own budgets. Frequent1y, no lnfornatl0n 15 provlded to the 

llbrarlUl1 from the accountln(' offlce on ha" much he has spent und 

how much he has left for the rest of the year. lfucn the general 

budget starts gettlng tlght, thcrefore, purchase orders from the 

llbrary are not processed. 



- 21 

I 
.~ 

11. The l~brarums I 1ack of kno\lledpe nbout tlleJ.r O\ln budeets may be 

a consequence of the loyer status of lJ.brar~nns .n relat.on to 

other hends of programs or depnrtments. Even ~n the case yhere 

orgOlll.:z.at~onnlly spealnng the l~brnry 1s ae Lh" sume level as 

other departments, l~brdr~ans frequently percelve thelr pos1tJ.on 

at a loyer level of uutllor1ty then that oí other department 

hellds. 

SJ.nce budget flgures obtulned 1n thJ.s survey have a dublOUS 

vahd1ty, Table 8 presents the number of book8 purchased 1n 1971 to 

gl ve an ldea oi' tlle magnl. tude of acqulSl. tJ.ons ln the varlOUS lnstJ.tu-

tJ.ons. As far as tlle numbers J.n AgrJ.cultural EconomJ.cs, Iloyever, tlle 

dJ.fferences may be assoclated \/2th d~fferences J.n catalog~ng crlterJ.u. 
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Table 8 

Books Purchased by the L~braries 1n 1971 

Total Agr1cultura1 Lconomlcs 

Prorram Number Percent of 'lotal 

Catho11C U •• Chlle 520 350 67.31 

U.vl.l •• Tn.n1dad 2884 20 0.69 

u.r V1cosa, BraZl1 456 30 6.57 

u.N.-leA, Co1ombla 391\ 15 3.81 

Chap1ngo, ¡'¡ex~co 684 67 9.80 

Caste1ar, Argent1na 11 
N.A.- NcA. N.A. 

11 N.A = Data. not avallab1e. 
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Avu~lublll.ty 0:1' New HuterJ.als 

Another aspect in analyzlng the llbrury use problem ~s that of 

the time ~t takes for a book to be available to the lisers, l..e. from 

the tlme the declsion to purchase l.S mude to the time the book l5 

catalogucd and placed on the shelves. Although every llbrury has a 

system of prlorltles for processlng books, the catalogul.nv backlog lS 

an 1ndlcator of how long it may take for a book to be processed. The 

head hbranans gave the followlng fl.gures as an average estlmate of 

books awaJ. tlng to be catalogued 

CataloffU~nc: 
lnstl tutlon Back1°6 

Um verSl ty of the Hest lndles 6,000 books 

Un~ versldud Cat¡)llca de Chlle 649 books 

HITA, Castelar, Argentlna 500 booJ<s 

Chaplngo, Mexlco 200 book'l 

U.N.-ICA, Colombla 170 books 

UnlverSldade Federal de Vl.~osa 150 boo!-s 

If the backlog 15 compared te the numbers of books plwchased ln 

1971 (TabIe 8), lt can be seen that books muy remuln unused for perlods 

ranglng from abúut four months up tú two or three yeurs. Of course, not 

all the booka are ln thlS 51 tuatlon. gl ven the systems of catalogulng by 

prJ.Orl.t1es Wh1ch most 11.brarle5 huve. However, 1f a book has such a 1011 

prlorJ.ty that 1t 15 allowed to remaln unavallable to the users ~or more 

than ayear. perhnps lt should not have be en purchased nt all, espec~al-

ly cons1derJ.ng the speed wJ.th "hlCh 11terature 15 produced at presento 

It would not be surprJ.s1ng to fJ.nd thnt a new edJ.t10n had nlready been 

pubhshed by the hma SOrne of these materials began to be processed. 



In addl. tlon, the wuy tile dCC1GJ.on to purclh1vc a ccrtuln book H 

made also presents def~clenclcs The llbrarl.un selects books on the 

bahlS of eataloes ami anno\ll1<.cments of the publl.shers. EVen ln the 

case where the A&rl.cultural LCOnOID1Cs ataff collaborates ~th the 

11brarlan 1.n maYlng thlS select1.on, the deCl.Sl0n lS llial.nly based on 

t~e book t1.tle, they seldom use the mOle serious book reVl.ew serV1.ces. 

In summnry. the followlng pOlnts seem to be character1.stl.c oí 

the llbrary sltuatl.On in Agrl.cultural Economl.es ln tilose instl.tutlons 

l.ncluded ln th1s survey. lle want to emphasl.ze, however. that >fe 

consl.der the data 1.n th1S survey as prellllUnary. 

l. A dl.rect relatl.onshl.p betweeo the Sl.ze oí the book collectl0n 

and the appropriateoess oí thls collectl0n to fl.ll the oeeds 

of a graduate trUl.nl.ne progran 10 Ap,rlcultural EeonOllilCS docs 

not necessar1ly eX1st. Sorne large 11brarl.es rank low 1.n tcrms 

oí these needs as assessed by the COmpar1GOn to the "master 

11st." Thl.S may be part1ally explalned by the dlfflcult1es 

confrontlng the ll.brarlan ,¡hen selectlnl~ lmportant tl tles ap

pearlng on the market, a~ >fell as to the lrregulnrltlcs ln the 

flow of flnanclal reGources WlllCh result ln partlal perl0ds of 

actlve purchaslng and otherq of total neglect, 

2, The wlde varlatlon among librarles ln book and journal col

lections can not be totally explal0ed by the resources aval1-

able to them. In thlS respect also, lt seerns that the selectl0n 

und acqUlsltlon pOllCl.eS play un lmportunt role 
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3. The degree of under-uhllzatlún of the l:tbrarle<¡ observed through 

C:lrculat:ton data and other serv:tces proV:tded :lS alarmingly low. 

'l'radltlonal current awareness rnechrunsms are Sl:lghtly used and 

sorne of the more modern ways of reaclllng the users wlth pertluent 

:lnfOrmat10n are not employed. 

4. Although lo t lS generally agreed that a good 11 brary serVl.ce l5 

essentlal to an educatlonal program. thlS oplnlon does not appear 

to reflect actual behavlor especlally on budgetary matters. As 

p01nted out earller, qU1te often llbrnry fUnda are used to cover 

deflclts of other departments In addl hon, outslde gt unts 

obtalned for the llbrnry sometlmea run the rlsk oí be1ng used 

just to llberate core funda WhlCh are then used for other pur

poses not llbrary-related. 

Recommendatlons 

It l5 apparent that many of the lSGUeS uxlslng from thlS survey 

can only be resolved at the lnstltutlons' lnternal level of organlzatlon. 

However. some 5erV:tces could be establlshed at tlle lnternatlonal level 

that would amellorate the effectlveness w1th WhlCh these llbrarles 

operate. 

A 11terature analys1s project 1n Agrlcultural BconoIDlcs IDlght be 

set up at CIAT or elsewhere to perform the followlng actlvlt:tes 

l. To evaluate the publlcatl.Ons appearlng ln the fleld oí Agrlcul

tural FconomlCS and produce a perlodlcal llSt of materul.ls that 

,",ould be approprlate for graduate tra:tnlng programs. ThlS eval

uatlon vould make use not only oí those standard tools such as 

publlshed book rene\lS, but ,",ould also use the serV:tces of 
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locally ava1.1able spec1.all.s tb t o analyze the content 01' publl.

cat1.ons 1.n the llght 01' the speciflC SOC1.o-econOm1C and cultural 

characterJ.st1cs 01' the Latln-American situat~on. 

Contacte vould be establlshed vlth the ma1n publlshlne fllms so 

aS to have the~r publlcations for reVleW as soon as publlshed. 

'rbe foundatlons and other flnanelnp agencles could then. use thlS 

ll~t as e gulde 1'01' dlrectlng the expendlture 01' grants alloceted 

to the VBr10Ue netlonal lnstltutlons. 1~lS serVlCe vould lnclude 

and emphaslze the analysls 01' matCl'1als orlglnally wrltten ln 01' 

translated lnto Spanlsh. 

2. To analyze and evaluate artlcles appearlng ln the most 1.mportant 

Agrlcultural Econom1.cs Journals, and produce a serVlce oC cards 

couta1.nlng the 11 terature el tatlon, key-vords reflcct1.ng the 

maln tOplCS dealt vlth ln a partlcular journal artlcle, and an 

abstract of that artlcle. These cards vould be select1.vely dlS

trlbuted to llbrarles as vell as to persons accord1.ng to thelr 

speclflc lnterest prof11es. SClentlsts, then, "ould have a better 

ba.Sl~ for selectlng art1cles ln WhlCh they "ere lnterested, and 

for order1nr photocoples to set up a personal fIle oí" reprlnts 

essentlal to thelr "ork. 

Th1.S current awareness SerVlce plus retrospectlve searches on 

s1'ec1f1e toples "ould be posslble throurh a meehnnlzed system 

5uch as 1S 1'resently uvallnble at CIA'f for 1. ts Cassava Document 

Analysls Center. Sorne addltlonal Inputs, ho"ever, would be neces

snry especlally In terms of personnel lmvJ.n¡; the necessary expert

lSe to perform the analyses of books and journal artlcles for the 

two servlces outllned • 
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3. Desplte the llm~tntlons of thlS survcy. we conslder that eval

uatlons of llbrnry servlces and facll1tles of those instltu

tlons havlng graduate trulnlng progrruns ln Agrlcultural Bconom

les should contlnue to be made perlodically. For future studlCS. 

however. the methodology could be lmproved to allow for a more 

reflned stutlstlCal treatrncnt of the data • 
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APPI:.NDIX l. "MAS fLR LI~T" pr BOOKS ON AG).Q.CULTURAL 

§Q1!0mcs, ECONOMl<;..S .... AND ({pANTlTATlVE NClHODS 

Buenos ALxcs, hdLtorial rl Ateneo 

Abrahamsen, nA, Y e L Scroggs. Eds , !.~ricultu:!,al_cooperi!.tion. 
Hinneapohs, Um.versity of Mlnnesota Press, 1957 

Abxamovl.tz, 11 , !l~ al , The ¡¡llocalion 0f .. ~conOlnLC_ res()y..!ses 
Stanford, Stanfoxd University Presa, 1959 

Ackerman, J , M Clawson y H Harn.s, eds , Land ecolloml.cs research 
Washington, Resources for the ruture, 1962 

Adelman, 1 • Y E Thorbecke, !he theo~Qd~ign oí economLC devel-

SCORE 

2 

2 

1 

2 

3 

opmen!; Baltimore, Johns Hopkins Press, 1967 2 

Agan.ala, A N , Y S P SLngh, Cconom1a del Subdesarrollo 
Tecnos, 1963 

Nadn.d, 

Aguilar, A. Desarrollo y desarrollj,.sm2. Buenos Al.res, Edl.torial 
Galerna, 1969 

Ahumada, J., La plamhcBc1.6n del d~ .. sar .. roll2. 
lnstl.tuto de Gapacl.taci6n e lnvestl.gscl6n en 
(lClRA), 1968 

Santiago, Chile, 
Reforma Agrarl.s 

Alemann, R, rconom;<Ld~ve!2R~nt......lJ!E.'lcs._J...atin AmerLea 
Committee for CconomLc Developmcnt, 1967 

Allen, R G D, Cconomia m~Jc~ca Hadrid, Agu1.1ar 

Anderson, e A , Y Mary Jc~n Bowman, eds 
pevclopment Chl.cago, Aldine, 1965 

New York 

Anschel, K R , R H 
tivcs anA markets 

Brannon y e D Sml.th, eds, Ar~rl.eultural coopera~ 

Án develqpLn2L-~oun~~~ Ncw York, Praeger, 1969 

Baer, W • e 1 Kerstcnetsky, eds, 1nflllj;Ao!, and growth in Lat,,-n 
funCrl.fJ!. _ lIomewood. 1rw1n, 1964 

Baltra Cortes, A ,Teo:!,1a_,,-cQn6ml..c!L SantLago, CbUe, EditOrial 
Andres Bello, 1968 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

3 

2 

1 
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Baran, P A, 1&-ccono~ia poJ1~~ca ~ft~cre~~m!cQt2 
Fondo de Cultura Econ6m1cll, 1964 

Méx~co, 

BarlOl,e, R , ~nP!".~I1_.!!e l.!!. utill.zaci6n del_s!l-º.1o_ JTrad_) México 
Editorial Herrero 

Barnett, H J , Y e 
na~ural reSQurces 
for Resources for 

Morse, Scar<;.iJ:y l,lnd_ g~owtn _TIte aco,!omics of 
ava11ab~li~ Baltimore. The Johns Hopk1ns Press 
the Futura, 1963 

Baum, E.L , e o Heady, J T Pesek y C G H11dreth, eds rert~llz~r~ 
~y~t10ns an~_resour~~~s~ Ames, Iowa State College Press, 1957 

Baumol, ¡.¡ J, Teo_r1a eE-on6mp~_a Y I1nflll.sls_de op~ra~J.0E.e~ 
Herrero Hermanos 

México, 

Behrman, J R, ~'ply resP9.nse 1.n underdeveloped 'Ericu1l;..ure.....::. _A _cas~ 
st'!.dY of four E!.ajo.r~ual crop.s in thalland 1937-J963 Amsterdlllll, 

SCORI: 

2 

3 

2 

2 

3 

North Holland Pubilshing Co , 1968 2 

Beneke, R R, Dilec_Cl6n y .J'!.d'!'.in1strnci6E. d~ranjas 
Regional de Ayuda Técnica, 1964 

México, Centro 

Bird, R, La ~m.p~J_~i6n. J_"-~.l:..,!l_en_1os_ Rals_es en desarrollo MCx~co 

Uteha, 1968 

Bishop, C L 
agr~~o}.!!. 

y W D 
(Trad ) 

Toussal.ltl, 
Néx1.cO, 

Intr'1.du.l:..c-,!,6nJlJ_ antlt~n,,- d!L eco!l0m~ 
Limusa-Io/hiley 

Black, J D ,N ClaHson, C R Sayre y W H \"'-lcox, Du::.ec.<;_i6n_A~_J:;"
Elotac.!.on~s agr1cQ.1a~. Héxico, CdUona1 Reverté, 1962 

Blalock, H M , Jr, !2usn1 ~nf~rences 1n none"'{per~ment.al research 
Chapel !Iül, The Unlversity oí North Carolina Press, 1964 

Blalock. H H , 
formulllgon.!!. 

Jr, rheonLco.ns..truction __ -_Í1:pm verb.,l _to mathemat~al 
Eng1ewood C1iífs. PrentLce-Hall, 1969 

Blase, M G ,cd Instit'!.tio.n J.!L..a~r_1Sultura1 devel~EllIent 
State Un1versity Press, 1971 

Ames, Iowa 

Booll, G K t 

lunstcrdam, 
Econom~c choice of humon end ppy_sical fuct!?r_s .i!l_l'J"!?dU"-.Li_0.!l 
t;ortil-HoÚ-;'~ld-, ~196ll ---

Borton, R r: ,ed Se1e_c.!.ei. l!;.udl.Jlll.s __ to aCI;:_o.ml',my "( et~u}lLP-1lr.!.c-,,-lt~ 

3 

2 

3 

2 

3 

3 

1 

3 

movlng" New York, Agricultural Development Counc11, 1966 2 
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Boserup, Esther, Th!Le.Qpdü1.0!lS Qf a&ricuJJ:J!rJlJ_&I.2!',~h", _');he_econom-
-"-c~s~_llgl',,rJan change unde!:. pQI>ulaJ:..;"o!LJ11 e_'!J!!Jre London, George 
Allen and Unwin Ltd, 1965 

BoudevLl1e, J R, Los espaclOs econ6rnlco~ Buenos ALres, Eudeba, 
1965 

Boudenlle, ¡ R., Problems o),_r!;&i.9Jlal.fSCOr:Lo_miLE.!.arrnin.s. Clllcago, 
Aldine, 1966 

Madnd, AguiLar 

Bou1dlng, K E • Y W A 
th<;LJ~ Ne" York, 

Spl vey, Une:!,,_ 2.ro&.rarrun~a_n!L_the.-!.h_eory" of 
Macmlllan, 1960 

Boussard, J-H 
Cloon agn.cole 

Prom:al!ll1lati.5!lL m,thel'latiq~ et !lta_OLle de la P.1'.o<!uc-=. 
Pan.s, Editions CUJas, 1970 

BOIman, Mary Jean, et ~, eda, Re~dlngs_~n_.the eennomics_of edu -
catlnn-textes ChOlSLS sur l'"conorole de l'educatlon ParLs, Uneseo 1968 --- ---- ~._,~- ' 

Bowring, J R 
agnculture 

H l\ Southworth, y r V lIaugh, Narketl.!!l> POliCl~S f!2!. 
Englewood Cb.Hs, l'rentlce-Hall, 1960 

Bradford, LA, Y G L Johnsoo Yana management analYHs 
Wtley, 1953 

New York, 

Breimyer, 11 F, IndJ.vidual freedo!!l aud the_ econ.9.m.1cc 2,rgan;yatJog, of 

SCORr: 

2 

2 

2 

3 

3 

3 

3 

2 

3 

agrJ.cu1ture Urbana, U01versJ.ty of 111J.n018 Press, 1965 2 

BrolJtl, L H Phelps, The._eS_QP..Q.!l!!.<;'s of .labor Ncw Haven, Yale Uni -
versJ.ty Prcss, 1962 

Bunce, A C. The ~conornics of soJl c~nservatJoll Lincoln, The Uni-
versity oí Nebraska Press 1965 (reprJ.nting) 

Bunge, M • .!J!. InY.l!s_t.l&'l-c_J.ón.,~1~nt1f.1cca -_ su estrategia y flloso.f1i'. 
dlcionés Ariel, Barcelona, 1969 

E-

Burton, 1 • Y R W Kates, eds, Rca.?_"ngLin resourc~ m'1nageme]lt_ al!!! 

1 

2 

2 

~erv~~ion Ch1cago, UnJ.vers1ty oí Ch1cago Press, 1965 1 

Bu shaw , D Ii' , R \, 
Homewood, Irwin, 

Clo"er, 
1957 

Calatrava, A , Jr, Lvaluación del rendimiento 1&rJcol~ 
M1nlsterio de Agncultura -y -citi -1970. 

Caracas, 
2 
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Cameron, B. Input-outp~t lIna11815 and resource a110fP!10ll- Cambo 
ridge, Cambn.dge UnlVersity Press, 1968 

Case, 11 CM, Y D B 1/1111am5, FLfty years of fllrm m~n:l¡;ement 
Urbana, Un1versity of r11in015 Press, 1957 

Madr1d, Agu11ar 1968 

Castle, L N, M Becker, 
dec1si01! !!!.ak1ng process_ 

y F J Smith, Far"!.lms1uess mall1'!.S.!l.ment_The 
New York, Macm11lan 1972 

Castro, Josué de, r:nsayos sobr.!L .. el subdesarro11Q 
Ve1ute, 1965 

Buenos A1res, Siglo 

Cheung, S N, TIle theory of ahare tenancy 
Ch1CagO Press, 1969 

Ch1cago, University of 

Chisho1m, M, Rural se.r¿tlement and land use London, Hutch1nson 
Unlversity Llbrary, 1968 

Chdst, C F , Econometnc modela. and methods. New York, I-I11ey,1966 

CLrl.acy-Wautrup, S V ~ource.so~rvllt_ion.L _.Lconomi..c_s . .!lnd l>.olA.c~ 

SCORE 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Berke1ey, UU1verslty of Ca1iforu1a Press, 1952 2 

Clark, C , The econOm1&§~l~lgation 
1967 

New York, Pergamou Press, 

Glark, C., y M I:laswe11, Economics oí subs1stence .i!ílrlcu1ture 
Macmillan, 1964 

Clarkson, G PE, Icoria de la demand, de l~s_co~umidores 
Herrero Hermanos 

London 

Mé:ltlco 

Coale, A J , Y 1:. H 
nómico HC!xico, 

Hoover, Gre,,:!o.mlento de pobl ~c1.6n-Y qesa!:ro!:.lo eco· 
Centro Regl.ona1 de Ayuda T~cnl.ca. 1965 

Cohen, K J , Y R ~! 
.!!...!l!? rket _ ~c 9!!9!'lY 

Oyert, The0.!X of the_finn. resource a11ocatl2.n in 
Lnglewood Cllffs, Prentice-Ha11, 1965, 

Cowling, K , D }!etcalf, y A J Rayner, B.e_so~I!.S.!Lstruf.turc_ gf agf1Cl'J
tu~e ~n ~~nomlc_an~l~s_i~ New York, Pcrgamon Prcss, 1970 

Croteau, J T, The . ...'1..co~c~~of_ the.~cr!l.dl.! .\!.0l.2!l 
State Unl.versity Press, 1963 

Detroie, Hayne 

Currie, L, Desarrollo económico acelerado 
ra Económl~a, 1968 

M~xico, Fondo de Cultu-
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2 

2 

1 

tiou New York, Pergamon Press, 1968 3 

Do11, J.p. V J Rhodes, y J,G Hest. EconOffi1C8 of agricultural pro-
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