THE PAN-AFRICA BEAN RESEARCH ALLIANCE (PABRA)

A partnership that links small farmers with research and with markets to
improve nutrition, food security, incomes and community decision making

of iron and zinc.

Beans are a low-cost and high-protein crop grown by small farmers, generally women, and are consumed by more than 100 million people
in Central, Eastern and Southern Africa. Many farmers have already adopted new seed varieties and pest management practices from this
project that are boosting their production, thus strengthening household food security and creating surplus produce for sale to the region’s
local and urban markets. New varieties now under development will also benefit the health of women and children through their higher levels

A key challenge now is to build on better diets and income, achieved through development of varieties which respond to existing and new
market opportunities. To exploit these opportunities farmers need to acquire information on markets, potential products, technologies and
apply the knowledge through local participatory research. Increased income will enhance the well-being of farm families and give them new
incentives to improve their management of the soil and other natural resources. At least 40% of bean production in sub-Saharan Africa is
estimated to be marketed with a retail market value of US $ 452 million.

Purpose

To reduce poverty in Africa’s rural
communities through better nutrition,
agro-enterprise development and
management of natural resources,
based on local participatory research.
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