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Research about subterranean pesIS is still in its initial phase. There are 
many activities being carried out in isolation in Colombia as well as in 
!he res! of Latin America. CIA T has developed a network on Internet 
technology between researchers whose major interest is focused on soil 
pesIS. The objective of Ibis data base is to facilitate the exchange of 
infonnation, coordinate activilies and compile Ibis infonoation at a 
central place wilb an easy access. 
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~ Establish an electronic compilation of data related to Ibe 
management of subterranean pesIS and document lbe occurrence of 
lbese pests and Ibeir biological control agents. These data provide 
information about Ibe agroecological conditions (altitude, relative 
humidily, precipitation, GPS coordina tes) oflbe sites where Ibese 
species are present, Ibe crop !hey are associated witb, and Ibe 
damage level. 

Expertise - Thc Tool 

~ Establish a website for information, dissemination and 
systernizalion of names, institutions, aclivities and publications of 
Ibe participants. 

~ Establish directory of researchers in soil pests in Tropical America. 

~ Compile and evaluate methOOologies. f research in soil biota. 
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~ Establish a.list oj:.pertiDent literatyre 
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~ Establish links with Ibe bi~tidide intlustry 
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~ ;r:;n lbe participants continuousl about Ibe progress in Ibis 
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~ Expertise is a tool to sbare knowledge and infonnation tbrough Ibe Internet 
~ The search engine ofExpertise pennits an easy identification ofresearchers 

due to lbeir expertise, knowledge, experience and olber work oreas 
~ Expertise facilitates chats wilb olber researchers working in Ibis area 
~ A forum pennits discussions pertinent to lbe major topies 
~ Members can present Ibeir infonnation easily on lbe homepage of Ibe 

community 
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