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Performance of genotypes in varied environments
2. PARTICIPATORY VARIETY SELECTION The performance was evaluated based on yield with focus on

Beans are an important crop for food/nutrition security, cash income altitude x rainfall x germplasm interactions in order to identify

and agro ecosystem improvement in Malawi and Mozambique. A div N . combinations of environments suitable for particular climbing
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regions, and suitable for various consumer needs and market niches. pre- and post-harvest traits. Stakeholders disaggregated by gender Yield data
This project is aimed at identifying suitable climbing bean varieties
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The criteria for selecting the preferred varieties was established %

disaggregated by gender across the PVS sites, and both men and

women used grain yield and marketability as the key selection
To increase efficiencies of bean production through criteria.
cultivation of high yielding climbing beans linked to agro-
forestry technologies for soil fertility improvement and
provision of staking materials

Climbing Bean Pilot Sites

Farmers evaluating varieties at vegetative stage in Thyolo
district - Malawi

3. ON FARM SEED MULTIPLICATION

To link farmers to market to increase income through bean
marketing.

Seed of client oriented bean genotypes were being multiplied in
all the sites across the two transects. A total 600 farmers were
participating in multiplying these varieties either as individuals or
as groups. The quantities being multiplied varied from site to site
depending on the 2007/08 harvest. In the 2008/09 season the
program was scaled up to 30 new communities under the new
partner Total Land Care

To build capacity of farmers, National Agricultural Research
Services and other partners in sustainable seed multiplication
and conservation technologies
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1. BULKING START UP SEED

drought resistant
disease resistant
resits poor soils
short cooking time

nice leaves for eating

potential good marketabilty

CIAT - SABRN has been bulking up breeders’ seed of promising
climbing bean varieties for PVS trials for new sites, and fast track
seed multiplication with initial farmer groups and their partners .
In 2008 a total of more than 20 kg of seed per variety was
produced for the 20 promising varieties at the Bwanje Irrigation
Scheme, and this was used for the subsequent trials in 2009 and Farmer selections
farmer seed production.

adapis diverse environments

high yield (pods, flowers, grain fil)

Stakeholders selected and ranked the preferred varieties. These
differed by gender (men vs women) and transect (Dedza-Angonia
Vs Zomba-Gurue), however some varieties were crosscutting.

Transect Varieties Varieties selected across all sites
tested

2007/08 2008/09 Crosscutting
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Seed multiplication at Bwanje Irrigation Scheme




