Comparison of traditional and participatory research on several key dimensions
 

	Dimension
	Characteristics of the Research Spectrum

	
	Traditional
	Participatory

	Primary function
	To increase understanding, prediction and control by establishing general laws or principles
	To expand the choice of options for sustainable livelihoods and natural resource management

	Research approach
	Rigorous controlled experimentation, statistical analysis and focus on problem-solving ‘
	Research and action are combined through a cyclical process of observing, reflecting, planning, acting and sharing knowledge; 

	Chief product of research 
	Accumulation of objective knowledge through the generation of testable hypotheses
	Contribute to the practical concerns of the people in an immediate situation and to the goals of society by joint collaboration within a mutually acceptable ethical framework 

	Decision-makers


	Research is designed and conducted by scientists; 

Scientists may or may not consult with the farmers


	interactive decision-making involving farmers and scientists

	Roles of scientists 
	Objective observer who gathers information for diagnosis and plannig, conducts and evaluates research; 

Shares outside information (e.g. on knowledge of situation in other places etc);  
	Facilitator and co-learner, active participant in supporting local processes of change and empowerment 



	Roles of farmers
	Farmers are passive recipients of research results
	Farmers are researchers, co-learners & experts and are involved in each step of the research process from identifying problems, defining the research objectives, planning approaches, evaluating results to the dissemination of the findings


	
	Characteristics of the Research Spectrum

	Dimension
	Traditional
	Participatory

	Research methods
	· Controlled experimentation

· Modelling

· Formal surveys

· Key informant interviews

· Semi-structured interviews

· Participant/site observation

· Analysis of secondary information (records/documents)
	· Formal and informal experimentation

· Interviews

· Focus group discussions

· Facilitated discussions (reflection on situations, issues and possible actions)

· Learning workshops and facilitated meetings 

· Participatory mapping and modelling

· Monitoring and evaluation of participatory research processes and outcomes

· Social Equity eg. (wealth, gender) analysis

· Analysis of secondary information (records/documents)

· Support to local initiatives

	Interpretation of rigour, validity and representativeness
	Stresses standardisation, replicablility , quantitative analysis, objectivity, representativeness,  reduced bias; statistical significance
	Analysis is predominantly through sorting, scoring, ranking, weighting, drawing;  

Analysis is iterative and optimzes tradeoffs between needed information and representativeness.  Accepts that many problems are site specific and that statistically significant, generalisable conclusions may not be possible.

	Flexibility of methodology
	Assumptions and hypothesis set at beginning of a structured and controlled research process
	Opportunistic, flexible, no blueprints; action plans are flexible and responsive; assumptions are constantly challenged 

	Dissemination, adoption and impact pathways
	Publication of results in scientific journals

Reporting in popular media

Policy briefs
	Application can be immediate at research site since the farmer-experimenters owns the research.; Generates insights relevant to similar situations;  If successful, other farmers  take up new ideas once clear benefits are noted;  
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