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Cassava (Manihot esculenta Crantz) 1s the chief ‘ : : :

source of dietary tood energy most widely grown Discussion and Conclusion

in Nigeria (Dipeolu et al., 2003). Fufu (fermented = . o the atalydis 6T boskatd roturh of ool Profitability of dried fufu production: The
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product m southwest Nigeria, usually m the COSTS Fixed cost items as a percentage of total cost
. . e : al Fixed Costs i e
cooked ready-to-eat form. Other products like gari Bots e 26 666 67 24 89 ' 2 09 stand at 4.11%. Wlule wvariable cost as a
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and /afun are the t:u 0 %Ile}ht populai cassava Gt bl s | _ - Pem?ntage of t:::-tjal cost .5ta;m.:1 at 95.89%. Tlus
products. The reason for this 1s that gari and /afun Sealing Machine 84550 | 2.37 : 0.10 umples that varnable cost items exert more
. e Plastic Bowl 1,095.00 | 3.08 : 0.13 . . . .
have a considerably longer and more stable shelt oot oo Buiidi 1.00000 |2381 _ 0.12 stramm  on the imvestment on dried fufu
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lite than fufu (Dipeolu et al., 2001, Hemy and T otal Fixed Cost (TFC) 35.607.17 1 production than the fixed cost items. Theretore,
Westby, 1999). Fufu production m 1its present b} Variable Costs processors should take note of these costs as
~ o o , 5 ~ e o Fufu wet paste =4°7.000.00 |- 4160 40.08 i : o : ; ; v
forms (either the mtermediate fermented wet paste Botoe e 7500 00 |- 090 5 97 very mmportant items m the production process.
or the ready-to-eat cooked forms) have been tound gﬁal | i;‘gggg - ?;} j‘gi Measurement of project worth: The cash flow
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to be a profitable venture (Dipeolu et a/, 2000) and Staff salary 360,000 00 |- 43 37 41.59 analysis of the project 1s shown i table 2. The
. i . Dry milling of fufu 12,070.00 |- 1.45 1.39 e o T ,
an enterprise that has significantly improved the = af df Lot 1991500 |. 2 5 20 results mdicate that the project would not pay
livelihood of the processors in Nigeria (White ez s . W . L back the capital investment m year 1 but would
al., 2002). Nevertheless, one of the most umportant Miscellaneons 2,685.00 0.32 0.31 pay back m vear 2 (table 3), while for the
problems raised by the fufu processors 1s the low Total Variable Cost (IVC) 830 060.00 95 89 remaming years the project would continue to
shelf life of fufu. In order to tackle this problem. JoEe RO G yield profit. Moreover, the overall picture of the
Dipeolu et al., (2001) recommended the Profit per Kg 15 13 project worth 1s shown m table 3 where 1t 1s
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development of a shelf-stable, easily marketable Source: Computed from data collecied atihe pilel bla (000 revealed that the project has a positive net
form of the product that will also have the added present worth of 1,134,518.45 Nawa mdicating
advantage of mmproving the economic base of that the project 1s profitable. The benefit-cost
processors. In furtherance of this effort, the feblezifablesownglesair 0 . ratio of 1.84 also indicates that for every NI
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cassava fufu paste) through an wmtermediate U Furthermore, the mternal rate of return
technology development process and pilot level e calculated for this project stand at 118%. Tlus
validation. Apart from being more shelf stable, s 5 1,200 is an indication that the project ceferis paribus
: a: . x ma-:hine 230 . e =
dried fufu has the added advantages of ease ot o oot | rhng i niEe IR RN | (e | G S GRS e B S can still break even 1f 1t sources loan at an
preparation mto the consumable form, and it 1s Rent paid or interest rate of 118%: but this 1s unpracticable
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especlally on its profitability. This study therefore Transport 8s0 | 620 | ss0 | 720 | &S0 | 1200 | 9SO | LSOO | 1,200 LOOO | 860 | 1750 full capacity at the pilot level of this project, the
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seelss to mvestigate the profitability of dried fufu e ea L D e e I e e overall picture of the dried fufu production
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- : < i : zctricity bills ; . : ; : .
consideration of cassava fufu processors 1 Gntaal worthwhile mtervention towards mmproving the
Nigeria. The study also determimed the cost i livelihoods of cassava processors m Nigeria
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Material and Methods processors as a way of mproving theur

Dried fufu was developed through the local livelihood and also chart a new development m

fabrication of a Rotary Drier which uses electrical Table 3: Table showing the m easurement of project worth of dried fufu production over the utilisation of cassava through value
motor (to rotate the Eli"}.Tﬂlg chamber or drum) and ¥ ear éffjgj | e O ahiastile et e Bl s b e ad{;liti{?“}_u. Wl ol il j_11_te1‘1ve11htio11 at .’rhe
charcoal as the heat source for drymg. Cassava wet T T Gehey  @me |@rety @m0 Rivmue  |Nerseets | Processor level however calls for mtervention
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processing plant. These pastes were pressed to Total CRAmE mReman DR AR IR BT swsseas spsanosm |11sesisas | T€Qdy marketand funding.

Aource: Computed from laboratory experiment, 2004,

about 40% moisture content using a hydraulic press
andl grinded betore the drying process. At the pilot
level, the drymg process took an average of three
days per batch of 240kg of wet paste and a total of
480kg of wet paste per week. Dried fufu produced

MET PREESENT WORTH =41, 13451% 45
BEENEFIT-COST RATIO =1 38
CALCULATED INTERNAL RATE OF EETURN =118%

were grmded agam and packed mto lkg Rtlttll t‘I_ltﬁS . _ S . ; g 0
yolvethvlene bags and sold at the rate of N100.00 Dipeolu, A. O., Ayinde, L A., Adebayo, K., Ovewole, O. B., Sanni, L. O., Pearce, D. M., White, J. L. and Westby, A. (2000). “Viability analysis of
b iy T o ‘ ) - ' cassava processing m south-western Nigeria™”. Report submitted to the Department For International Development. Project A0898, December, 2000.
per kg Dipeolu, A. O., Avinde, LA, Adebayo, K., Ovewole, O. B., Sanni, L. O., Pearce, D. M., Wandschneider, T. S., White, J. L., Tomlins, K. and

Data on the output produced, mput used, cost
mcurred 1 servicmg equipment used m the
production process and the revenue generated trom
the sale of output from the pilot level production
were taken on daily basis. Analysis of costs and
return was done per vear to determne the
profitability of the project, while the measurement
of the project worth was determined usmg Cost-
Benefit analysis (Gittinger, 1982).
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