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Introduction
The Bean atlas is a comprehensive map of the bean growing areas in Africa (Wortmann C, 1998). The first version was first published in 1998 in a paper format. PABRA has been developing the second edition, this new edition
contains information from major bean producing areas in Eastern, Southern and Western Africa and represents a total of 23 countries. Upon release, this new version will be available online as well as on paper format.

Methodology

A Delphi method (e.g. Di Zio and Pacinelli, 2011) of consensus building with experts from 23 countries was used to review existing administrative and production maps, secondary and primary data on country production
statistics. Over 150 different themes are included in the atlas including: bean cropping systems, utilization, markets, seed systems and constraints. ArcGIS geographical information software was used to convert simple maps
into raster images and vector polygons, spatial data compiled. 176 Major Bean Production Areas identified, assigned into African Bean Environments according to the statistical overlap between the datasets. Triangulation
aimed at cross validating data as well as capturing different dimensions of the same observations using a variety of other data and documented scientific work known to CIAT PABRA and regional scientists.

Some of the Results
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Farm size
The average size of farms for smallholder bean producers in Africa is Southern Africa 62 56.1 5 5
less than one hectare, with the largest average farm size of 5 ha in
Sudan and South Africa and the smallest (0.1 ha) in Madagascar.
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