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The present bibliography is a compilation of citations related to information on the 
tropical legume species Desmodium heterocarpon subsp. ovalifolium. This compilation 
was developed as a preliminary step to a thorough literature review of the species and its 
use as cover crop and forage legume in the past decades. Several international literature 
databases were reviewed (e.g. AGRICOLA, AGRIS, CAB) as well as those of local 
scientific institutes and universities in Central and South America. Only references were 
considered where the species was more than just mentioned and where information 
provided was regarded as useful. Botanical references are restricted to a few particularly 
important ones. Special emphasis was on the assessment of the so-called "grey 
literature", which represents a neglected but often valuable source of information, 
especially in regard to (1) countries with developing publication culture and (2) species 
of only regional importance. The bibliography owes much to the GreyLit project of the 
Centro Internacional de Agricultura Tropical (CIAT)’s Library and Communications 
Unit where all of the references are available. For retrieval purposes, a digital version of 
the 614 references comprising bibliography in various file formats can be downloaded at 
http://www.uni-hohenheim.de/~www380. 
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