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The.Engmeenng Expenment Stat10n at the Georgta lnstttute 
of Technology ts worktng on the development of improveu 
cassava grating equtpment. 
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Studies on the perspectives of increased cassava production 
resulting from the expanston of the area under cultivation and 
especially from the application of tmproved technology tor 
mcreasmg surface umt ytelds clearly tndtcate that the most 
tmportant potenttal market for cassava consumption at !he world 
level in general (4) and parttcularly m lattn America (2) ts for 
antmal leed. The conlinual expansion of urban centers crea tes a 
growing demand for antmal product10n that cannot be met at 
present with the normal produchon of inputs for feedstuffs. 
espectally the cereal gratns and thetr by·products. Thts sttuation 
ts reflected m the contmuous increase m gratn imports tn the 
ma¡oritiy of tropical latm Amencan coun tnes, especially during 
the las! decade. 

FAO (1) esttmated that 38% of the total cassava product10n in 
latm America is utilized for human food, 26% for antmal leed, 

• 16"% for industnal purposes and 20% is waste matenal. 1t is 
po~tble that these stattsltcs are inaccurate with regard to the 
pet' ~entage u sed for antmal leed at the producer level smce most 

• ot the cassava ts produced on small farms and the percentage 
correspondmg to waste ts probably mcorporated m the leed. 

The tremendous potenltal of both the roots and foliage was 
demonstrated al the workshop on Cassava as Animal Feed (3), 
held al the Untverstty of Guelph in Ganada, which revtewed a 
¡tleat par! of the extslent knowledge on the use of cassava roots 
as t~e pnncipal energehc source in rattons for poultry, swme and 
nnn11 :¡n~.-"' 
\ 

Dunng the las! few years !he Swine Program al CIAT has been 
conduchng research on dtfferent aspects of cassava utihzahon m 

hfe·cycle swme feedtng, based on fresh and enstled roots, meal, 
the by·products of starch extraction and leal meal. In addtlton, 
!he use of cassava as a substrate for single-cell protein 
productton ts bemg studted on the pilo! plan! scale m 
collaboralton with the Umverstty of Guelph. 

The determintng factor in the use of cassava for feedstuffs ts 
tls pnce m relalton tp other energy sources. principally the cereal 
gratns. In latín Amenca m general and parttcularly m Colombia, 
the pnce of cassava ts relaltvely htgh to be constdered 
economtcally feastble for use in antmal feedtng. There are, 
nevertheless, notaole dtlferences m market pnces from one 
reg10n of a country to another; however, informatton in this 
respect is hmited (2). 

On the other hand, results obtamed in regional tnals 
conducted by CIAT have shown that ti is feastble to increase 
yields stgntftcantly at a low cost by applymg improved 
technology with a mmimum of inputs. lt is foreseen that by 
extendmg the apphcatton of CIAT-generated technology, the 
posstbthltes of lowenng cassava pnces are great. thereby 
mcreasmg !he feastbthty of using the roots for other purposes. ln 
order lo ensure adequate use of thts tncreased potential, the 
Cassava Program hopes to mcrease research activtties as of 
1980 on aspects of processmg and utilization mcluding the 
development of simple storage and drymg processes; methods of 
usmg the roots, by-products and leaves for poultry, rummants 
and swme; and cassava forage productton technology. 

In order to obtam basic mformation on the present and future 
potenttal of cassava as animal leed, we would greatly apprectate 
your gtvmg us sorne of your ltme by answenng the enclosed 
quest10nnaire, whtch should be returned to TRUDY 
BREKELBAUM, Edttor · Cassava lnformation Center, CIAT, 
Apartado Aéreo 6713, CALI, COLOMBIA. 
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